
 

These Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are designed to support Aboriginal
businesses applying for the Caring for Country Aboriginal Business Development
Grant – Round 2 (the Program). 

Please read these FAQs alongside the full Grant Guidelines and the online application
form. If you still have questions, contact Kasey Prendergast at Yarpa on 1300 017 177 or
email caringforcountry@yarpa.com.au. 

What is this grant program about? 
The Program supports Aboriginal-owned businesses to build capacity and become
tender-ready for opportunities linked to the Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan (CPCP).  
It also supports the implementation of the CPCP Caring for Country Aboriginal Outcomes
Strategy 2024–2033. 

What is the CPCP? 
The Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan (CPCP) supports growth in Western Sydney
until 2056 and beyond. The CPCP supports the delivery of housing, jobs and infrastructure
while protecting important biodiversity, including threatened plants and animals. 

Who is delivering the program? 
The program is funded by the NSW Government and delivered by the Department of
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, in partnership with Yarpa, who administers the
grant. 

How much funding is available? 
A total of $125,000 (excluding GST) is available in Round 2. 
Each eligible business can apply for up to $25,000 (excluding GST). 
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Who can apply? 
Only business that meet the following criteria can apply: 
Be at least 50% Aboriginal owned, managed and controlled 
Have an ABN 
Have been trading for at least 2 years 
Be GST-registered 
Be located in or operate within the CPCP area 
Work in one or more eligible sectors 

Note: Applications from non-Aboriginal businesses or other organisations (including
Local Aboriginal Land Councils) are not eligible. 

How do I confirm my Aboriginal business status? 
You can provide: 

Supply Nation registration or certification, OR 
NSW Indigenous Chamber of Commerce registration, OR 
Other documentation (assessed at Yarpa’s discretion). 

When do I need to submit my application by? 
Applications close on 31 December 2025, unless all funding is allocated earlier. 
This is a rolling, non-competitive program. Applications are assessed as they are
received, not after the deadline. Applications are assessed on their own merit, not
compared to each other. Funding is awarded on a first come, first served basis, so it's
best to apply early. 

Can I apply for Round 2 if I applied for funding in Round 1?
Yes. Whether you were successful or unsuccessful in Round 1, you can apply for Round 2
if you meet the eligibility criteria. 

Can a business outside the CPCP area apply? 
Yes, if the business can show it operates within the CPCP area (e.g. past or current
projects). See Figure 1 in the Grant Guidelines for the CPCP boundary. 

What types of Aboriginal businesses can apply? 
This grant supports Aboriginal-owned businesses that do environmental or Caring for
Country work. Eligible sectors include: 

Land and cultural land management 
Natural resource management 
Ecological restoration 
Environmental and site impact assessments 
Cultural heritage assessment 
Cultural signage and interpretation 
Pest and weed management 
Landscape and groundworks contracting 
Biodiversity Assessment Method (BAM) services 



Cultural tourism (e.g. bush tucker tours, cultural experiences) 
Biodiversity and cultural education 
Wildlife fencing 

If your business isn’t listed but you think your work aligns with the program, contact
Yarpa to discuss your eligibility. 

What can I use the funding for? 
Funding can be used to pay for: 

Training and upskilling,  
Certification and licensing for Aboriginal businesses and their employees so they
can be ready for tendering opportunities arising from the CPCP, 
Buying or upgrading of equipment and non-material assets that are crucial to
reinforcing the capability of businesses to be competitive,  
Creating educational materials for schools, educational institutions and
community, in relation to the environment and Caring for Country 
Specialised business support services. 

All activities must align with CPCP objectives. 

What can’t I use the funding for? 
Funding can’t be used for: 

Any activities or costs that have commenced before funding is approved and the
funding agreement is signed, 
Wages or salaries for an applicant’s employees, 
General operational and administration costs, this includes inventory or items for
resale, 
Activities that cannot be shown to be related to the CPCP and objectives of the
Program, 
Start-up business costs and the purchase of basic equipment, 
Purchase of motor vehicles, 
Purchase of land, 
Travel costs, 
Costs to cover existing debt or budget deficiency, 
Ongoing costs of any licensing and subscriptions,  
Costs that are supported by another grant, subsidy or financial assistance. 

Can a business submit more than one application? 
No. Each business can only submit one application, up to $25,000. 
You can apply for a mix of eligible activities in that application. 

How do I apply? 
1.Read the full Grant Guidelines  
2.Book a mandatory one-on-one session with a Yarpa Business Coach 
3.Complete the application form and upload all required documents 

https://forms.monday.com/forms/dc1317fb050337a672079035fa8f6480?r=apse2


Why do I need to speak to a Yarpa Business Coach? 
Speaking with a Yarpa Business Coach is a mandatory step. 
The coach will help you: 

Confirm if your business is eligible 
Review if your proposed project is suitable 
Offer support completing your application  

Is additional support available to help with the application? 
Yes. You’re encouraged to attend the online info session: 

Wednesday 3rd September 2025, 11:30am-1:00pm
The session will walk you through the grant guidelines and application form and give
you a chance to ask questions. 
If you can’t attend, register anyway—a recording will be sent to you. 
You can also contact Yarpa for additional support. 

What documentation do I need to provide? 
Proof of Aboriginal business status 
Quotes for all proposed purchases (not screenshots) 
Budget summary 
Tax and legal compliance evidence (e.g. tax return or letter from accountant) 
Insurance certificates 
Details of training/certification providers (if relevant) 
Information on how the project links to CPCP objectives 
Confidentiality and cultural Intellectual property statements if applicable 

How will applications be assessed? 
Applications are assessed on a first come, first served basis and reviewed by a panel
including: 

Yarpa staff 
Department representatives and, 
an independent Aboriginal representative 

Applications must be complete and meet all eligibility and assessment criteria. 

When will I know the outcome of my application? 
You’ll receive a written response within 8 weeks of submitting your application. 

What are the reporting requirements? 
If successful, you will: 

Sign a Funding Agreement 
Submit quarterly progress reports 
Submit a final report by 30 September 2026 or within two months of finishing
your project, whichever comes first.   
Spend funds only as outlined in the application 
Notify Yarpa of any project changes 



What if my project costs more than I was approved for? 
You can’t request more money after your grant is approved. 
If your project costs more than expected, you’ll need to find other funding sources. 
 
Is my application and information secure? Is it safe to apply online?  
Yes. All applications are submitted through a secure database, and only authorised staff
and assessors can access them. 

Who can I contact for more information?  
Kasey Prendergast 
Senior Program Officer, Yarpa Hub 
Email: caringforcountry@yarpa.com.au 
Phone: 1300 017 177 

What are the conditions of funding? 
If you’re approved: 

You must sign a Funding Agreement 
You must follow the reporting and payment terms in the agreement 
Funding must only be spent as stated in your application 

By accepting funding, you agree that the program may share general information about
your project (with your consent and where culturally appropriate) for reporting or
promotional purposes. 

How long do I have to use the funding? 
You have 6 months from the date of your signed Funding Agreement to spend the
funding. 
All activities and a final report must be complete, and a final report submitted by 30
September 2026. 

Will everyone who applies get funding? 
Not necessarily. You may not receive funding if: 

Your application is incomplete or doesn’t meet the criteria 
All funding has been allocated to earlier applicants

 
Should I include GST in my budget?  
No. Your budget should exclude GST. 
If successful, you’ll be paid GST on top of the approved amount. 
It’s your responsibility to comply with tax obligations. For details, visit the ATO website. 

mailto:caringforcountry@yarpa.cpm.au

